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"IN REPLY PLEASE
REFER TO Rf# 7341

March 30, 1977

Admiral Stansfield Turner
Director A
Central Intelligence Agency
Langley, Virginia

Dear Admiral:

On March 10, 1977, columnist William Safire
wrote in The New York Times (article attached),
among other things, that the Intelligence Community
was providing to the NSC information which could be
used to blackmail Members of Congress. Congressman
James P. Johnson of Colorado has asked that these
allegations be investigated (letter attached).

The Senate Select Committee would be grateful
if you would provide us an analysis of the allega-
tions in Mr. Safire's article and answers to Congress-
man Johnson's questions in the attached letter at
your earliest opportunity. AN
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) SAH FRANCISCO---Let us now con-
sider the strange origin of the investi-

pation into corruption in the House of

Representatives, which—if properly
pursued—wil] lcad to the slamming of

cell doors behind one out of every ten

‘seas communications,
~—can even detect a computers ordcr .

" runs the European
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In the White Youse, 1here wa«- and
is more than one channel of intelli-
gence information to the President

The cbvious channel is through the.

Director of Central Intelligence. The
other— the back channel—is usually
through a meipber of the National Se-
curity Council staff designated by the
President to handle the “burcaucratic
byproduct” of the co]lecuon of foreign
intglligence.

This byproduct is usually generated
by ELINT, the electronic intelligence
ODCIalIO.]S of the National Sccurity

Agency, that part of ﬂTe—Department
of Defense that tunes in on all over-
and—we hope

10 launch a missile. *

The political byproduet is of interest
to a President. For example, it enables

him to know how foreign govermments -~

are evaluating a visit of his Vice Presi-
dent. ELINT tells him what foreign
finance ministers are telling their home
offices about the negotialing position
of our Secretary of the Treaswy, en-
abling the President. o give good
sdvice to his representative.

Closer to home, suppose a top White
Touse stalfer and a member of the
Cabinet attend a dinner, scated at dif-
ferent tables, at an emmbassy in Wash-
ington. After the dinner, the foreign
ambassador and his steff often com-
pare notes about the different answers
to the same question, giving them a
good fix on the political tension within
an Amcrican administration.

The President is interested in that
political  assessinent, but does not
think it is neccssary-—or thinks it
would be an abuse of power—for the
Director of Central Intelligence or Sec-
retary of Defense to have it. A close
staff zide, beholden 1o nobody but the
Tresident and his National Security
adviser, looks over the political hy-
product and decides what gocs into
the Oval Office. :

The man who has had more experi-
ence than even Laurence Eagleburger
in doing that job is William G. Hyland,
a highly reparded old pro who was
on the N.S.C. staff in the Nixon years,
headed State Department intelligence
and was Deputy National Sccarity
Adviser in the Ford years, and now
“cluster” -in Mr.,

In 1874 and early 1973, the by-
pr<ioct became loaded with informa-

“reviewed by the National

ESSAY

By William Safire

and was
Sccurity
Adviser, then Mr. Kissinger. Control
of that kind of information was the
reason he fought so hard o rctain
his N.S.C. “sccond hat”:while Secre-
tary of State. He decided not to
transmit most of that information at
that time to President Ford,

By mid-1975, - however, reporter
Seymcur Hersh of The New York
Times had broken the story of the
extensive - listening in on overseas
crlls, and Otis Pike's House Committee
on Inlelligence took public testimony
from the head of the ELINT operation
on Aug. & 1975, The Pike com-

the South Korean C.LA,,

4

leadership support in a hurry,
Mr. Kissinger's "second hat” v,
taken away on Nov. 3, 1875, and v -
it his control of Lhc, bmk Char -t
and the byproduct in it,

Those then operating the L:-p
channel did their duty and ELI"T;
byproduct was shown to the Presic:-«
after his Vail vacalion. Mr. Ford er.
pressed amazement at the extent of
greed and corruption rampant amooy
his old House colleagues and in ez
1976 directed that the information =
turned over to the Justice Departmene,

In a few months, a grand jury was
impaneled and has been trying
puzzle out the paper trail ever siuce
In 1977, however, the Democrals {o:x
over the Justice Department: Charged
last week with trying to deadline {
grand jury to death, Attorney General
Griffin Bell promised more spesi—

mittee issued subpoenas for embar-
rassing information; contempt and
perjury were talked about, and Secre-
tary Kissinper (llonp with Ambas-
sador Richard Holms in
came worried.

In the last week of October 1975
some Congressmen were warned about
Administration knowledpge of illegal
payments handled throuph the Speaker
of the Pouse’s office, involving mem-
bers of the "Board of Education” who
ran the House. The implication of the
warning was clear: If the Iike com-
mittee pushed its investipation

of that investipation had plenty of
ammunition willh which 1o riddle
ihn Yatteo *

Iran) be-’

Gary %03

exactly the opposite .of whatl justice
in this complicated case requires.

On Jan, 24, 1977, House, Ethiss
Committec chairman John Flynt wre's
Scnator Howard Baker asking o7
more information about the Congi’®
sional bribe-taking he spoke about ¢*
television. The Senator replied
next day that the Senate Sclect Ce
mittee on Intelligence had begurt *
staff myury into the K.CLA-USCILA

conneetiair, and would pass abol
“information collaterally developes

If Senate Intelligence or H&

facts, let them 1
better still, '

N.S.A.’s Juanila Mnody. “If tough v

Mrs. Moody starts to spill,)” one V&2
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